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Guidance Notes
This note gives guidance on the topics for the DPS Electronic Portolio Group (EPG for short) in 2016. The topics alternate between a themed topic and an open topic. The guide to the open subjects was lifted from Phil Smith's 2014 guide.  Phil's guide gives good pointers for techniques that can be used for specific topics as well as for open topics.
Images should be submitted by the close of play (mid evening) on the 7th of the month for that topic, so images for 'wheels' should be submitted by the 7th August. There is no set time for images to be taken.
Note that there are references to a number of websites in this document. These websites are examples and may not be the best ones on the web but should give you a start. I have not tried all the techniques in web links so cannot vouch for their effectiveness. Use your common sense and your usual security precautions when looking at any web sites.

Open Subjects (Taken from Phil Smith's 2014 EPG subjects guide)
When it comes to open subjects you can treat the way you take them as the same as a set subject, the main thing to remember is to get your exposure correct as you do not want burned out highlights or blocked in shadows, to overcome the burned out highlights I tend to shoot at .03 underexposed as my Nikon D300 tends to shoot overexposed at the zero setting, also I shoot in RAW format and I can adjust the exposure in Adobe RAW, for those of you who are not using RAW I find that you can make so many alterations in this part of Photoshop, a good book is “Understanding RAW by Andy Rouse” (this may be available at your local library) of course you can always adjust your exposure settings after looking at you histogram on the Led screen.
One of the golden rules is to place your subject matter on one of the thirds intersection, (this rule can be broken as I like to bait the judge at my photography club) also it’s good to have a lead in line from the left bottom corner, bearing in mind you can flip your image horizontally, but be aware if you have any writing or numbers in the image as these will be mirrored. 
Your image needs to be sharp and have a good depth of field, when taking natural history images make sure your camera is perpendicular to the subject matter also make sure the background is thrown out of focus, this can be obtained by using a good depth of field i.e. F stop, another point is to do some gardening before you hit the shutter button, I usually have several clothes pegs and small canes in my camera bag just to hold back unwanted branches, grasses etc. 
If you are photographing architecture it’s good to have some people in the shot as this gives the image a sense of scale. I am sure there are things I have missed but you will find by looking at good photographic website such as ephotozine http://www.ephotozine.com you will learn more or even consider joining a photographic club, if you do this do not worry if the judge is not complementary to some of your work as personal preferences do creep in which is not the correct way to judge a image/photograph. 
If you are interested in monochrome, there is a good book on how to produce Monochrome images “Digital Black & White Photography” by John Beardsworth http://www.bookdepository.co.uk/Advanced-Digital-Black-White-Photography-John-Beardsworth/9781908150295
January, 
Open Subject
February 

Hot!

This month's topic gives a wide range of possibilities baking beaches, hot rod cars zappy chillis, a blacksmith's forge or anything else that might be deemed to be hot. Use your imagination to come up with a novel interpretation of this theme, but do think about how your image can tell a story to illustrate the theme. For example consider an image that shows  a plate of curry with one spoonful taken from it and 6 empty pint glasses on the table next to it..... The story says 'hot!'
March
Open Subject: See guide at beginning.
April
Experimental .
Lets push the boat out this month and try something completely new and different.

Experimenting means trying something new to see what happens.  Perhaps move away from your comfort zone and experiment with something new. Aim for something that no one else might try whether it be the techniques of capturing or of processing your image. 

Some possible examples:- 

What does the underside of a snail look like when it is moving? 

Can you turn your dslr into a pinhole camera? (only for those who are confident that they will not break their camera<grin>)

Can you distort an image into something else using the tools in your image processor?

The experimental nature might even be the content of the image. Think radical and imaginative........ think 'different',  think interesting.
Experimental images mean that pretty much anything goes.... and if something is not quite perfect or as you  originally intended then it can still be fine as an experimental image.

Most of all have fun!

May 
Open Subject: See guide at beginning.
June
My favourite place.

Here is a topic that has all sorts of possibilities though unlike April's topic it is likely (but not necessarily)   to be a conventional image. Your favourite place might be a physical location such as home, or a place you go to on holiday, or it might be perhaps a metaphorical or even an imaginary place. Try to communicate in your image, just what it is about the place that makes it your favourite place. 
July 
Open Subject: See guide at beginning.
August 
Wheels.

Another topic with lots of possibilities. Wheels appear everywhere and it is up to your imagination to spot an interesting image and/or beautiful image.  While the first thought might be the wheels of a car (cars themselves are sometimes known as  'wheels' in some circles) there are many other types of wheel... to mention a few, there are cog wheels, Ferris wheels, Catherine wheels, cartwheels...etc. Why not have a look at wikipedia to see other possibilities.
September 
Open Subject: See guide at beginning.
October
Trees.
Whether it is the reddening shades of the autumnal leaves or the bright greens of spring. Trees provide a huge range of possibilities from images of forests to the newly sprouting sapling or gnarled and ancient trees. Trees can be found almost everywhere so there should be lots of opportunities for this topic.
November 
Open Subject: See guide at beginning.
December 
Night/darkness

As the winter approaches there are fewer hours of daylight so there will be more opportunity to capture this months topic. Given that cameras are all about capturing light, this may seem an odd topic, but it is one that has lots of possibilities from pictures of the splendour of stars to the nighttime street scenes of a bustling town. You might want to try you hand at astrophotography (try a wide angle lens, wide open aperture, high ISO, and a long exposure 5-30s depending on conditions....... on a tripod of course).  Reflections of lights in water at night can be rewarding, as can be light trails from cars.... There may even be some early Christmas lights to capture, oh and do remember the 5th of November with all those fireworks at night.
In conclusion.
I hope these notes have given you some ideas how to go about the set subjects and some possible interpretations. Hopefully all subjects will be able to be done by everyone and I have tried to indicate how a broad interpretation of the topic will make the topics inclusive.
The guide gives a few ideas, but ultimately your inspiration will come from yourself and the images you choose to share will reflect that. I hope that you will find the topics enjoyable, thought provoking and will encourage you to try new things. The EPG is not a competition; it is about learning, understanding, and sharing our thoughts and experiences so that we all improve our photos and get more enjoyment out of taking them.
If you have any suggestions for topics for 2017, do let the organisers know so that we can put them into the pot. We plan to post the next set of topics/themes in early to mid 2016 so that you all have plenty of time to think about, capture and process your images before they are due,

At the end of the day remember all we are doing is getting out and enjoying ourselves by partaking in a wonderful and enjoyable interest that allows us to express ourselves and provide beauty for others to enjoy, not to mention provoking thought from images that are outside their comfort zones. Photos can convey very powerful messages as well as being things of beauty.
Sandy Robertson LDPS
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