DPS Portfolio Subjects 2017
SandyR and PaulG    epg@the-dps.co.uk
Guidance Notes
This note gives guidance on the topics for the DPS Electronic Portfolio Group (EPG for short) in 2017. The topics alternate between a themed topic and an open topic. The guide to the open subjects was lifted from Phil Smith's 2014 guide.  Phil's guide gives good pointers for techniques that can be used for specific topics as well as for open topics.
Please be aware that the DPS is gradually migrating it emails to a new address. For the EPG the new address is epg@the-dps.co.uk

Many thanks to all those who contributed ideas for topics. We have tried to incorporate some from everyone who sent in ideas. In some cases we have combined some of the ideas into a slightly broader category. We hope that you all like the topics and will find them both fun and in some cases challenging.

Here are a few links about photography and the law. They may well be relevant if you are taking pictures of people and buildings in public.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Photography_and_the_law
Here is another link albeit a little dated. http://www.urban75.org/photos/photographers-rights-and-the-law.html   but that article has links to other websites about the law and photographers.

http://content.met.police.uk/Site/photographyadvice

Images should be submitted by the close of play (mid evening) on the 7th of the month for that topic, so images for 'People' should be submitted by the 7th August. There is no set time for images to be taken. Send images to epg@the-dps.co.uk
Note that there are references to a number of websites in this document. These websites are examples and may not be the best ones on the web but should give you a start. I have not tried all the techniques in web links so cannot vouch for their effectiveness. Use your common sense and your usual security precautions when looking at any web sites.

Open Subjects (Taken from Phil Smith's 2014 EPG subjects guide)
When it comes to open subjects you can treat the way you take them as the same as a set subject, the main thing to remember is to get your exposure correct as you do not want burned out highlights or blocked in shadows, to overcome the burned out highlights I tend to shoot at .03 underexposed as my Nikon D300 tends to shoot overexposed at the zero setting, also I shoot in RAW format and I can adjust the exposure in Adobe RAW, for those of you who are not using RAW I find that you can make so many alterations in this part of Photoshop, a good book is “Understanding RAW by Andy Rouse” (this may be available at your local library) of course you can always adjust your exposure settings after looking at your histogram on the Led screen.
One of the golden rules is to place your subject matter on one of the thirds intersection, (this rule can be broken as I like to bait the judge at my photography club) also it’s good to have a lead in line from the left bottom corner, bearing in mind you can flip your image horizontally, but be aware if you have any writing or numbers in the image as these will be mirrored. 
Your image needs to be sharp and have a good depth of field, when taking natural history images make sure your camera is perpendicular to the subject matter also make sure the background is thrown out of focus, this can be obtained by using a good depth of field i.e. F stop, another point is to do some gardening before you hit the shutter button, I usually have several clothes pegs and small canes in my camera bag just to hold back unwanted branches, grasses etc. 
If you are photographing architecture it’s good to have some people in the shot as this gives the image a sense of scale. I am sure there are things I have missed but you will find by looking at good photographic website such as ephotozine http://www.ephotozine.com you will learn more or even consider joining a photographic club, if you do this do not worry if the judge is not complementary to some of your work as personal preferences do creep in which is not the correct way to judge a image/photograph. 
If you are interested in monochrome, there is a good book on how to produce Monochrome images “Digital Black & White Photography” by John Beardsworth http://www.bookdepository.co.uk/Advanced-Digital-Black-White-Photography-John-Beardsworth/9781908150295
January, 
Open Subject
February 

Weather
Here we have an opportunity for capturing any facet of weather. From the still silent misty mornings to stormy seas, cloudscapes to floods, droughts to hurricanes, there are a whole range of conditions that you might choose, or perhaps a detail of the outcome of weather such as frost crystals, halos from ice crystal clouds, flooded rivers rainbows etc. Remember that weather happens at night as well. 
For those looking further afield, spaceweather and atmospheric phenomena are acceptable. 

For additional inspiration you might want to look at some websites such as the cloud appreciation society https://cloudappreciationsociety.org or (SandyR's favourite)  Atmospheric Optics http://www.atoptics.co.uk/
March
Open Subject: See guide at beginning.
April
Out of the box/no processing 
This month's topic is probably the most difficult one of the year for most of us.

It can be thought of as an open subject but, and it is a big but, The image you submit must be as you took it:-  out of the camera. No post processing, no Photoshop, no cropping, no tweaking of colours or exposure (and for those of you with the technology, no editing in the camera). Nothing is hidden (for those of a literary bent, it may be thought of as the opposite of 'in camera').  It could also be thought of as photography unplugged. 

What can you get out of the camera alone? We are going back to first principles, which is often a very enlightening exercise. Composition will be important as will making the best use of any settings that you can use on your camera. Selecting your viewpoint will also be important, as you will not have the crop tool to help you.  All of this will help focus your mind on the picture while you are looking through the viewfinder. In a sense we are going back to basics and getting the most of our images from the settings we use on our camera. 

Hopefully you will find this month's exercise interesting and helpful in your exploration of your photography. It sometimes really pays to go back to basics and relearn or remember what it was like before photoshop...... not easy, but ever so satisfying when you get a good 'un.
The easiest way for this month is to set your camera to do jpeg as well as RAW images and just use the jpeg out of the camera for the image. (Then if you have an image that would be improved by photoshop you can use the RAW image as the basis for any subsequent processing)

May 
Open Subject: See guide at beginning.
June
Architecture mono.
This month our topic is a combination of a specific subject and a specific technique.

The topic is architecture (buildings, structures, forts, harbours, possibly statues on a grand scale). The buildings can be brand spanking new or derelict or neglected buildings. Each has its own charms and merits. Photos of the inside of a building are good as are photos of the outside of a building.
To add a little twist to the theme this month, the architecture must be portrayed in monochrome. In other words one colour hue only. This means not just black and white, but sepia and white, blue and white are also equally acceptable.
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/develop#develop__13
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monochrome_photography
By doing your architectural shots in mono, you will need to think about the lighting of your subject more carefully as you will be relying on the tones (light and dark) rather than the colours of the image to give it impact.

Be careful not to block the shadows or burn out the highlights unless you are doing so deliberately to get a specific effect.

Allow yourself to be creative.

If you are not a fan of image manipulation software (e.g. photoshop) then remember that many cameras allow you to choose a monochrome setting on the camera. (have a look in the manual to see how to do this).
July 
Open Subject: See guide at beginning.
August 
People
This topic simply requires a shot of people (in other words two or more people in the shot). This could include group portraits, crowd scenes

If you are taking photos in any non-public space, do make the make sure that you have permission from the people who you take. 

Possible scenarios for people might include formal portraits, candid wedding groups, people at work (including carers), industrial scenes. Other scenarios might include sporting events, concerts, dance, and re-enactment/living history.

Remember that people can be very sensitive about having their pictures taken so please make sure that those you take are happy for you to do so.
September 
Open Subject: See guide at beginning.
October
Natural History. A straight natural history shot. 
We suggest that the guidelines about NH shots from the DPS are followed. "Nature – in which only genuine nature shots can be accepted. This means no pictures of domestic animals or garden plants, and no evidence of human activity except to show the negative influence of man on nature. Pictures can be taken of animals in captivity, but must appear as if taken in the natural setting of the creature. Geological and weather related subjects may also be entered as nature if taken to show the effects of nature. E.g., erosion, waves etc."  ( See  http://www.the-dps.co.uk/exhibitions/).
This is a good way of developing your skills for Natural History section in competitions as most comps have specific constraints on what is acceptable.
November 
Open Subject: See guide at beginning.
December 
Kitchen Appliances
This could be anything from a kettle to an American fridge (the size an English house<smile>)

It might be a picture of the appliance in context (or out of context), a record shot, advertising style or a detail of the appliance. The appliance may be in the kitchen or anywhere from it manufacture to its disposal.

You have lots of opportunity here to interpret the theme! Use your creativity here
In conclusion.
I hope these notes have given you some ideas how to go about the set subjects and some possible interpretations. Hopefully all subjects will be able to be done by everyone and I have tried to indicate how a broad interpretation of the topic will make the topics inclusive.
The guide gives a few ideas, but ultimately your inspiration will come from yourself and the images you choose to share will reflect that. I hope that you will find the topics enjoyable, thought provoking and will encourage you to try new things. The EPG is not a competition; it is about learning, understanding, and sharing our thoughts and experiences so that we all improve our photos and have more enjoyment out of taking them.
If you have any suggestions for topics for 2018, do let the organisers know so that we can put them into the pot. We plan to post the next set of topics/themes in early to mid 2017 so that you all have plenty of time to think about, capture and process your images before they are due,

At the end of the day remember all we are doing is getting out and enjoying ourselves by partaking in a wonderful and enjoyable interest that allows us to express ourselves and provide beauty for others to enjoy, not to mention provoking thought from images that are outside their comfort zones. Photos can convey very powerful messages as well as being things of beauty.
Sandy Robertson LDPS and Paul Grant LDPS
April 2016
EPG 2017 Topics and deadlines Summary

Send comments and images to epg@the-dps.co.uk
	Month
	Theme
	Submit Images By
	Submit Comments By

	Jan
	Open
	7th Jan
	7th Feb

	Feb
	Weather
	7th Feb
	7th March

	March
	Open
	7th March
	7th April

	April
	Out of the box(no processing)
	7th April
	7th May

	May
	Open
	7th May
	7th June

	June
	Architecture mono
	7th June
	7th July

	July
	Open
	7th July
	7th Aug

	Aug
	People
	7th Aug
	7th Sept

	Sept
	Open
	7th Sept
	7th Oct

	Oct
	Natural history
	7th Oct
	7th Nov

	Nov
	Open
	7th Nov
	7th Dec

	Dec
	Kitchen appliances
	7th Dec
	7th Jan


