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   The DPS Annual Exhibition 2026       



Terms and conditions for the DPS Annual Competition & Exhibition 2026
PLEASE NOTE - CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES IS Tuesday 21st July 2026
Entries 
1.0 There are three categories for entrants: Preliminary, Advanced and Visually Impaired.
1.1	To enter the Preliminary category the entrant must never have won a 1st, 2nd or 3rd place award in any previous annual DPS competitions, nor can the entrant hold any photographic distinction from the DPS, the RPS or the PAGB.
1.2	Members with distinctions or previously awarded 1st, 2nd or 3rd place in the annual DPS competition must enter the Advanced category.
1.3	Members with a visual acuity of 6/18 or less may enter the Visually Impaired category. A sight disability must also be registered as a part of your membership of the DPS.
1.3.1 	The Visually Impaired category will have one section which will be open. Open DPI, being defined as any subject matter may be submitted
1.4	The Preliminary and Advanced categories each have four sections that can be entered: Open Print, Nature Print, Open Projected and Nature Projected, with a maximum of 4 images per section. 
1.5	Each Open section is defined as any subject matter may be submitted. 
1.6	The Nature section, in which only genuine nature images can be accepted. That means that no domestic animals or garden plants, or no human activity can be depicted, except to show the negative influence of man on nature. Photographs of animals in captivity are allowed, but must appear as if taken in their natural settings. Geological and weather-related subjects might also be submitted in the Nature section if taken to show the effects of nature, e.g., erosion, waves etc. 
1.7	In all cases the images can be colour, monochrome or a mixture of both. 
1.8	Entrants to use the provided entry forms with the members details, the photographs’ titles clearly written in the relevant sections, matching the file names and ensuring that the forms are sent with the submission. 
 
 

Submissions 
 2.0	Initially all submissions must be sent as a digital file (see point 2.4 for specifications).
2.1	Files must be sent to exhibitions@the-dps.co.uk 
2.2	File transfer software (e.g., WeTransfer.com) is acceptable, but proof of sending will not be accepted as proof of receipt.
2.3	All digital submissions must be received by the deadline of midnight on July 21st 2026, with ‘DPS Exhibition’ as the email subject.
2.4	Specifications - Initial images submitted for both print and projected sections should be in JPG format and the maximum longest side 1400 pixels width or 1050 pixels height at 300dpi. Final file size must not exceed 3 megabytes. It is the entrant’s responsibility to ensure that the images are prepared for viewing on a calibrated monitor; images should be optimised for sRGB. 
2.5	Only digital files that meet the correct image format will be accepted for judging. 
2.6	Neither the entrant’s name, nor any copyright, must appear anywhere on the submitted images. All images will be allocated a reference number by the organiser for unique and anonymous identification purposes.
2.7	An email acknowledgement of receipt of entry will be sent to each entrant.
2.8	Once judging has taken place and the printed images have been selected for the exhibition a request for a printed copy will be sent to the members in question. Those prints must be sent to the address in the notification.
2.9	You must be able to provide the print requested, un-mounted, or your entry will be disqualified. You may use a trade printer, such as Max Spielmann, Sim Lab or other, to produce the print, but this will be at your own cost. The DPS cannot produce it for you.
Prints
3.0 	Prints –The print provided may be rejected if it is not considered to be of suitable quality to be exhibited, for example if it has been over enlarged or too small a file used for its production or any artefacts or printing striations are visible. 
3.1	Prints must arrive before any deadline to be included in the exhibition, so that they can be mounted.
3.2 	Any prints supplied for the exhibition must be no more than 40 x 50cm including any borders, the IMAGE AREA must be no larger than 35 x 45cm but no smaller than approx. 21 x 30cm(A4). Images larger than that will have to be trimmed and the DPS will not be held liable for any damage so caused.

Eligibility 
4.0 	The DPS Annual Competition and Exhibition is open to all members.
4.1 	Subscriptions must be fully up to date, if membership is terminated prior to the Awards Presentation 2026, entrants will be disqualified and any successful entries removed.
4.2	All elements of the work submitted must have been originated by the entrant and created after 1 July 2019. 
4.3	Work submitted must not have previously been entered into any previous DPS Annual Competitions or Exhibitions.
4.4	No entrant will be allowed to be part of either the decision-making process or the judging process. The DPS awards do not consider appeals; the judge’s decision will be final.
4.5	Following the allocation of awards (medals) the exhibition will be curated to include a minimum of one image from each entrant where possible.
  
Awards
5.0 	A medal in each section (Open Print, Nature Print, Open Projected and Nature Projected) of both categories (Preliminary and Advanced) & Visually Impaired Open Print & Open DPI.
5.1	Certificates for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place in each section of both categories and highly commended images.
5.2	A medal will be awarded for the Best Print and the Best Projected image in the Exhibition. 
5.3 	The Mike Birbeck Award will be given for the best image in the Exhibition
5.4 	Highly Commended awards are at the judge’s discretion. 
  

Copyright and usage
6.0 	No copyright is transferred to the DPS in respect of any works entered or accepted.
6.1	Entrants shall be deemed to warrant that they own copyright in the entire work and, if necessary, that they have permission from any license owner/s to enter the work, and that all necessary model/property releases have been obtained. The entrant undertakes to indemnify the DPS and the sponsors of the DPS Annual Exhibition 2026 in respect of any breach of the same.
6.2	DPS Annual Competition and Exhibition selected entries may be reproduced in various publications and outlets to promote the DPS and DPS Annual Exhibition.
6.3	The DPS may use all submitted images in digital displays presented at the DPS Annual Exhibition events.
6.4	All entries may be published in any DPS Annual Exhibition Catalogue.
6.5	The successful entries may be displayed indefinitely on the DPS website.
6.6	The DPS and any sponsors reserve the right to display, reproduce and publish in any media, any successful entry, without payment, until the end of December 2027, for the sole purpose of promoting and publicising the DPS Annual Exhibition. The photographer will be credited whenever the work is published or displayed.
 
Risk and Insurance
7.0 	The DPS and any venue showing the Exhibition will not be responsible for any loss or damage to entries or exhibition prints, whether or not caused by negligence. The DPS strongly advises entrants to ensure that their own insurance covers any eventuality.
7.1	While the DPS makes every effort to ensure that the DPS Competition Awards and Exhibition Catalogue are of the highest standard, we are unable to guarantee the quality of the reproduction.
7.2	No entries will be accepted after midnight on the closing date of Tuesday 21st July 2026, without exception. 
7.3	In a case of the deadline being extended any entries already submitted cannot be altered. 


[image: ]DPS Annual Exhibition entry form 2026
All entrants MUST complete this part as fully as you can

Your full Name ……………………………………………………………
Your Address …………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………..
Post Code ……………………………

Email Address …………………………………………………………
Telephone Number …………………………………………………….
Name and website address (if possible) for your local newspaper for publicity purposes (please leave blank if you do not wish any publicity)

…………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………


I certify that the images that I have submitted fully comply with the rules, terms and conditions as set out above,



Signed………………………………….     Date………………………………………. 




DPS 2026 Exhibition Entry Form

Advanced category
Your full name and DPS membership No...............................................................

Details of any distinctions held ..............................................................................

Digital files for Prints Open Advanced  
	Image Title
	

	1
	


	2
	


	3
	


	4
	




Digital files for Prints Nature Advanced 
	Image Title
	

	1
	


	2
	


	3
	


	4
	





Digital files for Projected (DPI) Open Advanced
	Image Title
	

	1
	


	2
	


	3
	


	4
	




Digital files for Projected (DPI) Nature Advanced
	Image Title
	

	1
	


	2
	


	3
	


	4
	












DPS 2026 Exhibition Entry Form
Preliminary category

Your full name and DPS membership No.....................................................................

Digital files for Prints Open Preliminary 
	Image Title
	

	1
	


	2
	


	3
	


	4
	




Digital files for Prints Nature Preliminary
	Image Title
	

	1
	


	2
	


	3
	


	4
	







Digital files for Projected (DPI) Open Preliminary
	Image Title
	

	1
	


	2
	


	3
	


	4
	




Digital files for Projected (DPI) Nature Preliminary
	Image Title
	

	1
	


	2
	


	3
	


	4
	












DPS 2026 Exhibition Entry Form

Visually Impaired category
Your full name and DPS membership No...............................................................

Details of any distinctions held ..............................................................................

Details of visual impairment ……………………………………………………………

Digital files for Visually Impaired Projected Open (DPI) 
	Image Title
	

	1
	


	2
	


	3
	


	4
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